•\pril 16, 1963 


♦ r. i>ar!ce ^ursaoll 
Old urcLord Hoed 

Araoi lie, If. Y. 10504 

jeer i.r* ^.uranall, 

In responds to your latter of or 11 14, 1 bora limit myself to 
the final paragraph. 

iTnet you fail to say ia xt is what interests na. You do not say 
the memorandum of transfer concerns only the pictures «nd ^-rcys. You do 
not a*y by wnom it was addressed and to *hom. You do not say the M liat of 
items, which appears as Appendix B", ia verbatim as in Appendix B.In other 
words, more or fewer items could be involved. The record is unclear. 

with regard to the list in .ppendix £, that list la utterly meaning- 
less, for it cannot even yield a total number of the various film, it fails 
to aay how many there were of what size and kind, wnet. If anything, was in 
an envelope, or waetcer an envelope aa d more taen a singl * film iu it.It is 
inconceivable to rue tn*t this *list" oonstitutea the complete record of La 
film involved for it is virtually no record at all. 

None or the information I seek snould be secret, nor is tne know- 
la ge I seek improperly sought or know la ge to wuich all the people should 
not have access. 1 hope you will egree it ia not e family secret. When you 
add t'' tnis the fbet that whet was conveyed with that memorandum was public 
property ana that no official accounting of even tbe numbers of the film is 
in accord with ths other official accountings, you h^ve a situation in 7,hieh 
responsible writers in the field, if they are to discharge their responsibi- 
lities to tceir calling, must interest themselves, .hen you add to this the 
reason given by the Archives for the paper fcein- Caere end their refueel to 
gl v *3 '«?e access to it, how can suspicions be avoided - especially wtien the 
oft-promised response was so long and so unnecessarily delayed? 

J^ere egiin there is e very brosd sUt^eaticn that officials wenting 
to hide something are asking the family responsible, avoiding federal respon- 
sibility for it. The date of that memo erectly coincides with the date on 
which taa government unloaded the embarrassing film. It is not yn unwarranted 
sssuT.ption that copies of this memorandum rsmeln in government files, ^here 
thay are not properly or legally secret. 

I rene-’ my request for a complete, unequivocal statement of the content 
of i..o morao, f not the document itself. 


“incerely. 


.’larold oisberg 




